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Section 106 & Historic
Properties

The National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) requires that federal
agencies consider the effect of their
undertakings on historic properties.
Undertakings such as the
construction, operation, and
decommissioning of an offshore
wind project are covered by Section
106.

Evaluation of potential adverse
visual effects to historic properties
requires both detailed quantitative
analyses and thoughtful, thorough
qualitative assessments. This
combination makes agency findings
more susceptible to legitimate
disagreements and a contentious
regulatory process.

Making Complex Offshore Wind Assessments
Clearer: Using visual simulations, GIS, and graphic
design to enhance understanding.

PAPE DEVELOPMENT
A viewshed analysis is
completed using a digital
surface model (DSM) and a
bare earth digital elevation
model (DEM) to determine
the potential visibility of the
project or its Preliminary Area
of Potential Effect (PAPE).

FACTORS AFFECTING VISIBILITY
Visbility of  project s affected by distance, curvature of the
earth, atmospheric conditions, topography, and exisitng ° 2
features. Largely restricted to shorelines, bays, and marshes. / SEIGTRESE EElG e BT

ke & spatial inventory of both previously
3  identified above ground historic
properties and those properties at least

40 years old.

HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION
v X Review of public GIS databases, previous
)' resource surveys, and consultation with

FIELD REVIEW AND VERIFICATION
Using a web based app (Esri Field Maps) a field review of resources
within the PAPE is conducted to catalog and photograph current

GRAPHIC COMPILATION
To allow for review by interested consulting parties all of
this spatial, graphical, and written information needs to
be presented i a clear an concise manner. Using graphical
software and sophisticated data compilation tools
representative photos, spatial graphics, and text is pulled
from multiple sources to
compile a single easily "
digestiblepagepresenting
the significance and an
effects  recommendation
for each NRHP-eligible or
listed historic resource.

PHOTOGRAPHIC SIMULATIONS
Tocharacterizethe potentialvisual effectandtoinformtheassessment
of potential visual effects on aboveground historic properties, realistic
photographic simulations are completed.

QUANTITATIVE EVALUATION
Each aboveground property within the PAPE is analyzed

MARITIME SETTING EVALUATION

Significant views of the ocean and/or maritime settings are
important factors in the assessment of a project’s potential
effect on an aboveground historic property. The degree to
which the views or maritime setting contribute to a property’s
historic significance is evaluated by SOI qualified Architectural
Historians.

SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION
The potential effect resulting from the introduction of a project into
the visual setting for a historic resource is dependent on several
qualtative factors including the magnitude and nature of visual

would be introduced by the project and how those factors
are related to the specific location of each aboveground
resource.

change on the characteristics that qualify it for lsting on the NRHP.
This is a written analysis completed by SOI Qualified Architectural
Historians.
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Historic Resource Effects
Assessment

Visualizations and simulations are a
critical component of assessments but
are prone to misinterpretation if the
specific conditions and circumstances
represented are unclear. Smart
graphical presentations can minimize
the risks of misunderstanding across
diverse audiences.

GIS, Graphics, & Data Presentation
A HRVEA is rooted in spatial analyses and
graphic presentations from the beginning of
consultation through the final agency
decision. The ability to clearly communicate a
vast amount of data and complex factors to
non-specialist audiences is critical to agency
decisions informed by consultation with
affected communities. Integrating spatial and
graphic data together into one concise
document focused on each resource allows
for effective communication of complex
cultural resource effects assessments.

Workshops and Tutorials

Effective assessments and informed
consultations are enhanced by walk-through
presentations and Q&A sessions with
stakeholders and consulting parties. Planning
for workshops should be a key component of
stakeholder engagement efforts.
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