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Introduction

ERM, in partnership with the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute, is supporting the State of
Maine Governor's Energy Office, and the
Maine Offshore Wind Research Consortium
in advancing Maine’s priorities on the
coexistence of fishing and floating offshore
wind (FOW). The project aims to foster
collaborative research with the fisheries
community, establish baseline conditions,
identify gaps in knowledge, and develop
guidelines for coexistence. By leveraging
local and global expertise, the project aims
to provide practical strategies for
coexistence, with results anticipated by
January 2025.

Objectives

¢ Collaborate with community stakeholders,
especially fishermen.

* |dentify and contribute to filling key data
gaps.

¢ Build on existing knowledge.

*Support informed decision-making by
government, developers, and others.

Methodology and Preliminary Results:

Multiple checkpoints throughout the project
involved direct consultations with fishermen, and other stakeholders to
ensure the relevance and practical applicability of findings.

The team compiled and
analyzed existing literature and regulatory frameworks to identify suitable
coexistence approaches.

The team conducted a desktop analysis to
understand the current interaction between commercial fishing and FOW in
the Gulf of Maine. ERM reviewed NOAA Fisheries landings data and reports
(2008-2022) to identify key fishing species, their commercial value, and
dominant gear (table below) and vessel types in the region, focusing on
proposed lease areas.

ERM evaluated the FOW
technologies, focusing on platform and mooring systems (figures on the
right), and their potential interference with fishing activities. The
compatibility of these technologies with fishing practices was evaluated
through fisheries technology assessments, and they were ranked based on
their spatial footprint and the accessibility of fishing grounds.

Results and Recommendations:
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wind farm installation,

Illustrative dimensions for a FOW array in the Gulf of Maine
(not drawn to scale), considering, for example, a 15 MW
wind turbine generator capacity and a generic semi-
submersible foundation design. The exact values will vary
according to project-specific considerations, and this graph
is only a schematic.
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