
AIM
A major challenge to deceased donor transplantation is the need to secure authorization for 
donation. Authorization rates in Michigan are far higher if the donor joined the Michigan Organ 
Donor Registry (87% in 2023) than if authorization was required from the donor’s family (34% in 
2023). Therefore, growing the Donor Registry is a critical factor in increasing the number of organs 
available for transplant.

New registrations from driver’s license issuances and renewals have declined in Michigan for several 
reasons. Due to COVID-19, Michigan changed the schedule for in-person driver’s license renewals 
from 8 to 12 years. Online renewals, which were still required every 4 years, resulted in fewer 

registrations. Also, 
education about the 
Donor Registry is no 
longer available to 
any new driver before 
the Registry question 
is asked. To increase 
the frequency with 
which the public is 
asked to join the 
Donor Registry, 
we proposed that 
Michigan become 
the first state to add 
the Donor Registry 
question to its state 
income tax form.
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METHODS
In 2022, this idea was proposed to the Michigan State Treasurer and several state legislators. Once legislative 
sponsors were secured, three bills were drafted that would add the Donor Registry question to the state’s income 
tax form for both the tax filer and their spouse, designate the tax form as a legal means to join the Registry, 
and allow the Treasury Department to disclose the registration. These bills were passed by the Michigan State 
Legislature and signed into law in the summer of 2023, in time for the Donor Registry question to appear on the 
2023 tax forms in 2024.

RESULTS
Through April of 2024, 12,475 Michigan residents joined the Donor 
Registry through their state income tax form, representing 17% 
of all new registrations. Annual declines in new registrations from 
driver’s licenses and other traditional sources held steady with:

• 91,344 in 2021, 
• 77,255 in 2022, 
• 69,466 in 2023, and 
• 60,882 in 2024.

New registrations from tax forms brought the total for 2024 to 
73,357, a year-over-year increase for the first time in four years.

CONCLUSION
This study demonstrates that adding the Donor Registry 
question to the state income tax form is both legislatively 
feasible and an effective way to grow the Registry. Other states 
including California, Wisconsin and Maryland have since followed 
Michigan’s example and passed similar legislation.
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