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Early exposure to multiple pharmacy practice 
settings via the APhA Career Pathways 

program and an interactive pharmacist panel:

 INCREASED understanding 
Did NOT change interest

Key factors impacting career interest were
Patient Care

Personal Wellbeing

• The AACP 2022 Bridging Pharmacy Education and 
Practice Summit recommended exposing students 
to a wide range of career options early in the 
education.1

• Pharmacist panels and the APhA Career Pathways2 
program have been utilized with past success, but 
limited information exists regarding use with first 
year professional pharmacy students.3,4
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Background

Objective

Evaluate the impact of a “buzz session” pharmacist 
panel activity on first-year pharmacy (P1) student 
understanding of and interest in diverse career 
practice settings across the profession of pharmacy.
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Results

Change in Understanding and Interest by Practice Setting
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Green = increase after activity      Red = decrease after activity     * = p<0.01

Understanding Interest

*

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

*

*

*
*

*
*

Key Factors in Practice Setting Interest (n)

What is a Buzz Session?

Groups of 10 students 
spend 10 minutes with a 

pair of pharmacists 
from different practices

Pharmacists provide “elevator 
speech” followed by Q&A

“Buzz” is generated by 
the conversation in the 

room
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Activity & Assignment

Evaluation

Qualitative analysis 
of student reflections

Pre/Post change
Two-tailed t-test

compensation (8)
balance (16)

variety (16)

job satisfaction (18)

schedule (20)

practice setting (23)

direct care (26)
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