
Objective
To evaluate how implementation of a guide for clinical thinking and 
SOAP writing across a four-semester sequenced problem-solving 
course affects clinical thinking and SOAP writing on APPEs. 

Methods
Study Design
• Faculty and instructional designers developed a SOAP template and 

companion glossary guide detailing the significance of each SOAP 
section with corresponding clinical thinking prompts.

• The guide was implemented in a sequenced integrated problem 
solving (IPS) course during P2 and P3 years.

• Students were surveyed in their P4 year to determine its effect on 
clinical thinking and documentation skills during APPEs.

Inclusion Criteria
• PharmD classes of 2022, 2023, and 2024 who progressed to APPEs
Exclusion Criteria
• None
Statistical analysis
• Descriptive statistics was used to analyze data collected from both 

surveys

Conclusions
• Utilizing a clinical thinking and documentation guide is an effective 

method for teaching students about the process of SOAP writing and 
clinical reasoning. 

• The differences in complexity of academic SOAP writing compared to 
variations encountered on APPEs was viewed by students as a limitation 
of this teaching model.
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Results
• There were 81 respondents (18% response rate).
• The majority (77.8%) of students agreed that IPS prepared them 

to write SOAP notes while on APPEs.
• Majority of students (67.9%) agreed that IPS SOAP note resources 

were helpful when writing SOAP notes on APPEs with the percent 
increasing each class year indicating with more exposure to 
resources, the more helpful they found them.

• Student comments highlighted how academic SOAP writing was 
more detailed compared to clinical practice, and that academic 
SOAP writing supported clinical thinking on APPEs.

Introduction
• Teaching clinical reasoning can be difficult to attain in the 

traditional classroom setting. Small group facilitation classes can 
help students understanding clinical application and problem 
solving.

• Schools of Pharmacy often use SOAP notes as a tool to evaluate 
clinical reasoning skills.

• Small trials have reviewed student ability to write SOAP notes, but 
there is little literature on whether providing resources enhances 
student success. Most current literature explores the use of rubrics, 
rather than templates or companion glossary.1,2

• Standardizing the approach to support student learning may help to 
improve student success within didactic and experiential courses.
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Table 2. Student Readiness on SOAP Writing during APPE

Table 1. Student Demographics

Figure 1. SOAP Note Template 

Student Class Year 2022: 30.9%
2023: 32%
2024: 37%

Student Reported 
GPA

>3.5: 50.6%
3-3.5: 46.9%
2.5-2.9: 2.5%

Student 
Reported Field of 
Interest

Community: 40.7%
Residency: 29.6%
Institutional: 9.1%

Fellowship/Industry: 8.6%
Other: 9.9%
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