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Purpose
• One of the biggest challenges facing applicants is how to

convey their achievements, strengths and personality in a
short window of time.

• Our experience as applicants and interviewers has inspired
us to share our methodology of interview preparation,
which to quote Louis Pasteur, boils down to “Fortune favors
the prepared mind.”

Our comprehensive step-by-step guide seeks
to empower aspiring residents with the
knowledge and tools essential for success in
the application and interview processes.

Methods/Materials
Our methodology of interview preparation includes 
1. Preparing and rehearsing answers to the most common 

radiology residency interview questions.
2. Listing major contributions made to each activity listed on 

ERAS to highlight strengths.
3. Preparing questions for radiology residents and faculty.
4. Practicing the virtual interview to optimize set-up and 

poise.

Results
• Over the past 6 years, we have used this resource as a

template for interview preparation and shared with medical
students rotating on radiology and neuroradiology.

• The applicants provided us with positive feedback before
and after interviews, stating that our resource was very
helpful.

Conclusions
• The goal is to empower radiology resident applicants to

prepare for interviews in a way that allows them to put
their best foot forward and communicate their strengths
and achievements in a thoughtful way.

• Our method of interview preparation has been consistently
well-received by medical students throughout the interview
process.

Tailoring a question list for faculty and residents helps maximize the amount of information learned on interview day. Faculty 
can comment on their experiences teaching, the clinical strengths of the program and research mentorship. Residents share a 
different perspective on learning, clinical experience and research. 
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1. Ensure 
Equipment 

Setup

Test all equipment 
(camera, 

microphone, etc.)

Have video 
conferencing links 

ready

Test video-
conference 
applications 

2. Silence 
Devices

Turn off or mute 
all devices to 

avoid interruptions

3. Research 
Interviewers

Research who 
you are 

interviewing with 
(if known)

4. Prepare 
Answers 

Prepare answers 
to common 
interview 
questions

Focus on 
strengths and how 

you plan to 
develop them 

5. Prepare 
Questions 

Prepare at least 
three questions to 

ask

Avoid questions 
that you can look 

up answers to
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