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Background

Purpose

Methods

We seek to assess utilization of a standardized, macro-
based approach to quickly reporting incidental findings with 
society follow up guidelines, compare use to default 
dictation software functions, and provide the macro for 
public use.

We created a unified macro containing guideline 
recommendations for follow up of 17 common incidental 
findings. The macro requires only 2 clicks to insert 
recommendations with cited references, as well as a 
“guidance” summary feature (figure). A limited roll out was 
performed and studied via review of our institutional 
radiology database. Reports dated 8/1/23 and 12/5/23 
were extracted using macro keywords for both our 
incidental macro, as well as keywords for the built-in 
incidental reporting option within PowerScribe; results 
were manually reviewed to ensure they contained a use of 
the incidental macro. Descriptive statistics were calculated. 

Results

Results

There are no broadly used clinical decision tools to aid with 
making recommendations for incidental findings. An emphasis 
must be placed on efficient solutions that communicate 
recommendations while limiting time burden to radiologists. 
Our results suggest a preference for use of the incidental macro 
relative to the built-in tool for providing follow up 
recommendations for incidental findings at our institution. The 
incidental macro-based approach appears faster and easier to 
use for most radiologists. We have made our incidental macro 
(and other optimized macros) freely available for download and 
use, using the QR code (bottom left). Further investigation is 
needed to determine the impact of this unified incidental 
finding macro on a broader, department-wide roll-out, including 
impact on reporting times and completion of follow up. 

Disclosure Information

Incidental findings are common, often requiring 
radiologists to communicate recommendations for follow-up 
imaging. While the American College of Radiology and other 
radiology societies have published white papers to guide 
follow-up recommendations, adoption and implementation 
is inconsistent, with no universal incidental finding reporting 
standards broadly in use [1-3]. Solutions have been proposed 
to improve follow-up imaging once recommendations have 
been made [4], yet few interventions or practical tools are 
available to facilitate radiologist adherence to current 
guidelines. Many recommendations involve a complex, 
difficult to remember algorithm. 

Dictation software may include built tools, which are often 
cumbersome and require many clicks to navigate. We seek to 
demonstrate a standardized, macro-based approach to 
quickly reporting incidental findings with society follow up 
guidelines. The tool requires minimal user input, time, and 
recall of information. We seek to characterize the use of this 
tool after an initial, limited release within our institution, and 
compare to reporting tools built into our dictation software.
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Conclusions and Limitations

Within our study period, the incidental macro was used in 238 
unique studies by a total of 45 unique radiologists; the 
PowerScribe built-in recommendation provider was used in 68 
unique reports by a total of 13 unique radiologists. Among the 
possible 17 incidental follow up recommendations within the 
macro, a total of 10 were used; among the 28 possible 
PowerScribe recommendations, only 4 unique 
recommendations were used. Pulmonary nodule follow up was 
the most common within both groups, accounting for 81.5% and 
77.9% of follow up recommendations, respectively. The 
incidental macro was used by radiologists reading from seven of 
our institution’s radiology sections, and was most popular within 
the ED section. Similarly, usage of the incidental macro skewed 
toward exams performed in the emergency care setting, while 
the PowerScribe built-in tool was most used in for exams 
performed in the outpatient setting.
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