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BACKGROUND

Nursing shortages have system-wide domino effects,-? starting in the
acute hospital settings and continuing on to home health care.
Professional nurses’ positive impact on patient safety, including
outcomes in wound care, is well documented.3# The lack of sufficient
nurses working in home care has at times delayed hospitalized
patients from being discharged, and/or posed significant time
constraints to home care nurses who need to perform frequent
wound care utilizing conventional wound care products. Today’s
healthcare challenges demand new approaches beyond the
prevailing models to increase nursing productivity and still ensure
excellent patient care and outcomes.

METHODS

A sample population of five established home care patients with
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challenging wounds, requiring two or more nursing visits a week were

treated with transforming powder dressing (TPD*) for evaluation. Our
objective was to decrease the time and frequency of home nursing
visits for wound care without compromising patient outcomes or
increasing costs. A home health nurse reviewed multiple established
home care patients who had challenging wounds from a variety of
etiologies and were being visited more than once weekly, and who
were not significantly improving with standard of care (SOC).

Transforming powder dressing (TPD) is a commercially available
dressing comprised primarily of polymers similar to those used in
contact lenses. When hydrated with saline, TPD granules aggregate to
form a moist, oxygen-permeable barrier that covers and protects the
wound while releasing excess exudate through vapor transpiration. It
may be left in on the wound for up to 30 days and topped off as
needed without requiring primary dressing changes.

DISCUSSION

Strategic partnering with industry to trial innovations and evolve best
practices resulted in improved home-health nursing efficiency. By
incorporating TPD, clinical outcomes and patient satisfaction were
improved while helping our nursing colleagues become as efficient as
possible in this highly challenging healthcare environment.
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Nurses are Innovators.

*Altrazeal Transforming Powder Dressing

* 82 % reduction in wound assessments / nursing visits per week
* 89% pain reduction for sensate patients post-TPD. Discontinued pain medications.
* No safety issues/complications/adverse effects

*Wound improved markedly but not quite completely healed when discharged from HH
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