Ag rivoltaics presents a pathway to achieve our
clean energy goals, while preserving
production in agricultural lands.

Ambitious climate action goals established by New York and other states rely on solar
energy development, which often occurs on farmland.

Some stakeholders have raised concerns about potential impacts on agriculture.

The need to rapidly deploy solar energy while maintaining agricultural production
represents an opportunity for agrivoltaics.

For this opportunity to be met, the costs associated with agrivoltaics must be addressed
through research, sound policy, and incentives.
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Anticipated to he Used for Solar Development
Agrivoltaics is the use of land for both agricultural production and solar energy generation.
New York and many other states have ambitious climate action goals that rely on significant
solar energy development. For a variety of economic and ecologic reasons, solar
development often occurs on farmland (see New York example to the right). Agrivoltaics is
one potential tool to support rural economies and keep farmland in production, while still AT
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Potential Siting and Design Requirements

D i SC u SS i O n a n d C O n C I u S i O n | Farmland Conversion Projections in New York State

To decarbonize the grid, the United States will need to dedicate approximately 10 million acres of land

to solar development (DoE, 2021), approximately 2-4% of this solar development will occur in New

York. Although solar projects are often sited on farmland, solar energy development is notionally a oo 642,200
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best management practices during construction and implementing agrivoltaics during operations.  ,iectedtobe
When compared to other forms of land use (e.g., low-density development) the impacts of solar energy ~ °orecr
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The opportunity presented by agrivoltaics to help mitigate the effects of solar  nenrasbyie

same year, only

development can be realized through research, sound policy, and incentives, including: 51250 acresof
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» Working with researchers to develop scalable agrivoltaic practices that are  peiecediobe
transferable from smaller test sites to utility-scale solar projects. development.

* Promoting agrivoltaic operations that are adaptable to the complexities of
agriculture.

« Safeguarding against cost increases to keep electricity prices affordable.
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